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1 Executive Summary 
The report provides an overview of the support activities of the ETIP Bioenergy that have taken place 
within the first half of the project’s lifetime (Sep 2018 – Feb 2020). These included supporting the 
activities of the ETIP Bioenergy Steering Committee (SC), Coordination Group (CG), the Working 
Groups (WG), the organisation of the 9th Stakeholder Plenary Meeting as well as the participation in 
several workshops, aimed at facilitating new sectoral results in conjunction with providing inputs to DG 
RTD on a regular basis.  

The ETIP Bioenergy secretariat is successful in actively supporting the ETIP Bioenergy Steering 
Committee though the utilisation of different approaches. The many different moving parts of the 
platform and project requires exceeding amounts of organisation, as many tasks or goals are oriented 
around the developments produced from each individual fraction of either the project or the platform, or 
both. Constant coordination is consistently required in order for the project to meet its particular goals 
in direct correlation with the platform. 

Secretariat support actions for ETIP Bioenergy revolve around sectoral objectives such as GHG 
emission reductions set by the Paris Agreement, the Innovation Fund, as well as pushing the sector 
forward in the context of goals listed in the SET-Plan Key Actions, especially towards the progress of 
strategic R&I Implementation Plans, namely Key Action 8 Renewable Fuels and Bioenergy. It is the 
ambition of the secretariat to organise and support the many different moving parts of the project towards 
goals highlighted in these initiatives, in order to effectively utilise the platform in disseminating critical 
and sound information relevant to the fight against climate change.  
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2 Secretariat support to the ETIP Bioenergy Steering Committee (SC)  
The ETIP Bioenergy SC met four times throughout the first project-reporting period (10/2018, 03/2019, 
06/2019, 11/2019). The meetings in October 2018 and November 2019 were extended meetings held 
together with the project‘s Advisory Board (AB). The meetings provided many opportunities in which 
the project team was able to obtain feedback from the SC members while simultaneously involving them 
in result producing activities. 

FNR provided secretariat functions as the supporting unit to the ETIP Bioenergy. FNR was in charge of 
the organisation of the SC meetings, including all logistics related to the organisation of the meetings, 
the preparation of agendas, as well as invitations to speakers in accordance with the SC. Furthermore, 
the cooperation with the Coordination Group (CG) was fundamental to this task, whereas the primary 
goal is the coordination of work between the SC and the AB. The secretariat supported the CG with the 
organisation of the meetings with the AB, monitoring the implementation of the decisions agreed by the 
AB, and finally, assisting the coordination between the SC and AB. 

The first SC meeting that took place in October of 2018 set a standard for the project in regard to 
meetings that would take place in the future. The implementation of the project’s Ad-hoc Working 
Group that would eventually produce the RED II input paper was achieved during this meeting, while 
the update of the Terms of Reference utilised by ETIP Bioenergy and the project was also deemed as 
successful. Furthermore, the discussion about the value chain update was initiated. 

The next meeting took place in March of 2019, which comprised the completion/update of the 
Technology Readiness Levels (TRL) for biofuel and bioenergy value chains, as well as the 
preliminary stages of the organisational procedures for the 9th ETIP Bioenergy Stakeholder Plenary 
Meeting (SPM) taking place. One action item that had remained incomplete, the RED II Input Paper, 
was finalised during the course of the meeting through a solid ETIP-B-SABS 2 consortium collaboration.   

At the third SC meeting held in June 2019, the final discussion on the value chain update took place. 
The objectives and the structure of the project SET4BIO, which aims to serve as a catalyst to accelerate 
the SET Plan Implementation Plan and its deployment, were presented.  

The fourth SC meeting that took place within the first reporting period was an extended meeting in 
November 2019 that occurred with the attendance of the AB of the ETIP Bioenergy. A decided approach 
to implement website content regarding how to search for Patents and Publications was achieved. A 
review of the first year of the project ETIP-B-SABS 2 was presented to the SC. The main activities 
comprised the participation in the ADVANCEFUEL workshop at the EUBCE 2019 “Optimising value 
chains and ensuring the sustainability of advanced lignocellulosic biofuels with effective sustainability 

criteria and verification”, as well as the EC event “Paving the way towards clean energy and fuels in 

Europe”, the Innovation Fund Workshop, the Advanced Biofuels Conference, an overview on the 
position/consultation papers, the update of the priority value chains as well as support of the 
SMARTSPEND project. 

 

3 Support of ETIP Bioenergy Working Groups  
The project consortium cooperated closely with the project’s WG members, especially the WG Chairs 
and Vice Chairs by supporting their activities in providing technical and editorial input to Working Group 
results, while at the same time, ensuring the efficient communication within each WG and the SC. In 
November 2019, WG1 (Biomass Availability) compiled a working paper with the title, “Opportunities 
and Challenges for Broadening Biomass Feedstock in Europe”. The aim was to synthesise recent 
research that targets European biomass feedstock for bioenergy, identify opportunities and challenges, 
while also providing research and policy relevant recommendations for 2030 and beyond. Four research 
areas are analysed: improving practices for forest biomass supply and logistics; biofuels from marginal 
land; biomass supply and cost supply assessments and certification & standardization. 

To revitalise the role of the ETIP Bioenergy WGs, moderated breakout sessions were held at the 9th 
Stakeholder Plenary Meeting in November 2019. The opinions and advice of the stakeholders, regarding 

http://www.etipbioenergy.eu/value-chains/conversion-technologies/advanced-technologies
http://www.etipbioenergy.eu/fact-sheets
http://www.etipbioenergy.eu/november-2019-opportunities-and-challenges-for-broadening-biomass-feedstock-in-europe
http://www.etipbioenergy.eu/november-2019-opportunities-and-challenges-for-broadening-biomass-feedstock-in-europe
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the most important aspects of the sector that still need to be addressed by the Platform’s four WGs, 
Biomass Availability, Conversion, End Use, Policy & Sustainability were addressed and collected. 
As a follow up, the four WGs will be holding consecutive webinars to discuss the further course of work 
that will take place in 2020. The first two webinars of WG2 and WG4 were held in February 2020, backed 
by the active support from the project consortium. 

A joint position paper by WG1 and WG4 on the acceptance and sustainability of bioenergy was drafted 
in February 2020. After its finalisation, it will be made available on the ETIP Bioenergy website.  

 

4 Support in the context of the SET Plan and other strategic research 
and policy documents 
Coordinating the many different working parts of the ETIP Bioenergy is centered on sectoral goals 
implemented by the SET Plan and RED II political directives. ETIP Bioenergy’s role in consideration of 
this task is to therefore coordinate all stakeholder activities under the elements of the SET Plan Key 
Actions. This is especially in regard to the strategic R&I Implementation Plans identified in specific 
technological areas in which the ETIP Bioenergy is directly responsible. 

ETIP Bioenergy contributes to the SET Plan under Key Action 8: Bioenergy and Renewable Fuels 
for Sustainable Transport, through a multitude of different approaches. One key output produced 
within this reporting period was an article in the BE sustainable magazine, published in December 2018 
under the title “RED II and SET-Plan: ETIP Bioenergy Calls to Action with an Updated SRIA”, 
whereas the revision of the SRIA (Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda) is discussed in detail. 
After the Action 8 Implementation Plan was officially approved by the SET-Plan Steering Group in June 
2018, the activities of the Action 8 Implementation Working Group (IWG8) started in June 2019 with 
several ETIP Bioenergy members playing a key role.  

Aiming to achieve a common political agreement in terms of the RED II is not new for the ETIP 
Bioenergy, and as previously mentioned within this report, the project was able to produce a preliminary 
focused paper within this reporting period. The paper was composed in consideration of the biofuel 
sector’s potential to establish a successful energy transition, in order to achieve the set climate targets 
for the upcoming decade. This paper can also be found on the ETIP Bioenergy website, and is titled 
“INPUT PAPER I – Recognizing the position of biofuels within the Renewable Energy Directive II 
(REDII)”.  

 

5 Support to ETIP Bioenergy liaison activities with other ETIPs and 
relevant energy initiatives  
ETIP Bioenergy was able to adhere to this task through the organisation of The Innovation Fund 
Stakeholder Workshop, which contained the main focus of Renewable Fuels and Bioenergy. The 
workshop was collaboratively organised by ETIP Bioenergy, the ART Fuels Forum, ETIP Renewable 
Heating and Cooling, as well as Bioenergy Europe, on 12 September 2019 in Brussels. The workshop 
aimed to collect project ideas from the renewable fuel/biofuel and bioenergy sectors while 
simultaneously identifying key, sector-specific issues in regard to the selection and management of 
projects.  

The Innovation Fund is of high importance for the ETIP Bioenergy since it constitutes a potentially 
important funding source for upscaling innovative renewable fuels and bioenergy technologies. Further, 
it is targeted towards industry – the key stakeholder group for ETIP Bioenergy – and it is complementary 
to other funding programmes and strategies with ETIP Bioenergy involvement, such as SET-Plan IWG 
Action 8 Renewable fuels and bioenergy. 

In addition to the aforementioned events, stakeholders of the ETIP Bioenergy have had leading roles in 
accelerating the decarbonisation of the current energy system, as well as the transport sector by making 
technologies cost-effective and increasing their performance. An important event held in this regard was 
the ETIP Bioenergy’s 9th Stakeholder Plenary Meeting that was organised by the ETIP-B-SABS 2 

http://www.besustainablemagazine.com/cms2/red-ii-and-set-plan-etip-bionergy-calls-to-action-with-a-new-sria/
http://etipbioenergy.eu/images/ETIP-B_Input_Paper_I_17042019.pdf
http://etipbioenergy.eu/images/ETIP-B_Input_Paper_I_17042019.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/innovation-fund_en#tab-0-2
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/innovation-fund_en#tab-0-2
http://www.etipbioenergy.eu/stakeholder-plenary-meetings2/spm9-2019?highlight=WyJzcG05Il0=


 

 

6 

 

consortium, and drew the interest of around 120 registered bioenergy stakeholders, SC members, WG 
participants and external participants excited by and interested in the biofuel, renewable fuel and 
bioenergy sector.  

The 9th Stakeholder Plenary Meeting confirmed the many opportunities already available today to use 
sustainable biomass for supporting the clean energy transition in Europe. It was complemented by the 
ADVANCEFUEL Workshop “RESFuels in transport sector decarbonisation” and the Final Forum of the 
ERA-NET Cofund BESTF3 with a focus on funding the scaling-up of advanced bioenergy technologies. 

The two-day conference provided a status review regarding R&I within the biofuels sector discussions 
took place regarding how various political decisions affect the sector, and comparisons were made 
regarding biofuels and other key alternatives concerning decarbonising the transport sector. A whole 
session of the event explored the challenges and the possible solutions for broadening the biomass 
feedstock base for Europe. .  

The workshop “Paving the way towards clean energy and fuels in Europe” took place on 
Wednesday, 29 May 2019, in the framework of the 27th European Biomass Conference and Exhibition 
(EUBCE 2019) in Lisbon. The event was an initiative of the European Commission, in cooperation with 
the European Technology and Innovation Platform - ETIP Bioenergy, the European Energy Research 
Alliance - EERA Bioenergy, the Renewable Heating and Cooling (RHC) European Technology and 
Innovation Platform - ETIP (Biomass Technical Panel) and the SET Plan Action 8 EU Member States. 

The initiative aimed at focusing on how to move forward the innovation chain in the European Union on 
bioenergy, advanced biofuels and renewable fuels, contributing to the clean energy transformation in 
energy and transport, as foreseen with the Strategic Development Goals and the EU Communication 
“Clean Planet for All”. 

For this purpose, the workshop identified the research and the innovation needs as well as the roadmap 
for bioenergy and renewable fuels to make the EU industrial energy and transport sectors economically 
and environmentally sustainable, secure and competitive in the global markets.. 

In the framework of the Advanced Biofuels Conference, organised by Svebio in Stockholm, ETIP 
Bioenergy planned a workshop focused on the viable financial tools which can accelerate the 
commercialisation of biorefineries for large-scale biofuel production. During the workshop with the title 
“How to accelerate commercialisation of biorefineries for large-scale biofuel production? – The role of 
the financing sector and good examples from industry”, relevant examples from industrial players at 
European level were showcased as well, with the goal of reaching out the audience and giving some 
hand-on information for future projects to come. The workshop represented a positive experience to 
collect valuable hints and feedbacks from key actors of the European financial and industry sector, 
already experienced in challenging but very rewarding processes of deployment and up-scaling of large-
scale biofuels production technologies. 

The majority of stakeholders taking part to the workshop (about 50 international participants) agreed 
that several technologies for the production of advanced biofuels exist and are mature enough to be 
considered for a first-of-a-kind plant. In order to meet the commitments made in occasion of the Paris 
Agreement and in line with all main programmatic documents in the sector, it is of utmost relevance that 
effective financial instruments are in place to support each stage of the innovation value-chain in the 
bioenergy sector, from the research and development step to the full-scale production plant. Only in this 
way, together with a clear action focused on policy and legislation, the bioenergy & advanced fuels 
operators could deliver to a higher level for the EU growth and society. 

 

 

http://www.etipbioenergy.eu/paving-the-way-towards-clean-energy-and-fuels-in-europe?highlight=WyJldWJjZSIsMjAxOSwiZXViY2UgMjAxOSJd)
http://www.etipbioenergy.eu/advanced-biofuels-conference-2019?highlight=WyJhYiIsImNvbmZlcmVuY2UiXQ==)

